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All students currently 
i n  Belg iu m have  been 
confirmed safe following 
Tuesday’s terrorist attacks, 
according to the University 
of South Carolina Study 
Abroad Program.
“Our thoughts are with 
all those affected by the 
tragic bombing attacks that 
occurred in Brussels this 
morning. The Study Abroad 
Office has confirmed that 
all USC students studying 
in Belgium are safe and 
accou nted for,”  read a 
s t at ement  f rom St ud y 
Abroad Program Director 
Magdalena Grudzinski-Hall.
A tot a l  of  fou r  USC 
students were in Belgium 
as part of the Study Abroad 
Program at the time of the 
attack. 
Grudzinski-Hall went on 
to reaffi rm the Study Abroad 
Program’s vigilance when 
it comes to the safety of 
students studying abroad.
“We continue to closely 
m o n i t o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y 
situat ion in Europe, as 
the safety of our students 
r e m a i n s  o u r  h i g h e s t 
priority,” she said. “Europe 
is the most popular region of 
study outside of the U.S. for 
USC students, with students 
studying there during every 
Students safe after attack
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The h istor ica l  s t r uggle 
between America’s feminist 
women a nd  conser vat ive 
women is at the core of Marjorie 
Spruill’s upcoming book, and 
she provided an up-close look 
at the decades-long confl ict in 
a lecture at Capstone House on 
Tuesday evening. 
Spruill, a noted historian 
who has taught at USC since 
2004, kicked off a the USC 
History Center’s new lecture 
series with a preview of her 
forthcoming book “Divided 
We Stand: Women’s Rights, 
Fa m i l y  Va l u e s  a n d  t h e 
Polar izat ion of  A mer ican 
Politics.” She discussed the 
rise of a conservative women’s 
movement in response to 
t he  f em i n i s t  movement , 
culminating in 1977’s National 
Women’s Conference and 
massive protests against it 
and the lasting effects on the 
American political system.
“The book started as an 
exploration of a major women’s 
conference in 1977 and its 
political consequences,” Spruill 
said. “It turned into a study 
of the rise of two women’s 
movements in the ‘70s — a 
women’s r ights movement 
and a conservative women’s 
movement  t h at  emerg ed 
to oppose it — and then to 
fi guring out the implications of 
all that for the future direction 
of both the Democratic and 
Republican parties and for our 
national political culture.” 
Spruill said she was drawn 
to the subject because the 1977 
conference is claimed by both 
sides as a victory, while many 
outside of the political realm 
have forgotten the event. 
She also argued that many 
of the fights between the two 
women’s movements laid the 
groundwork for the culture 
wa r s  t hat  s t i l l  per meate 
American politics.
“So the National Women’s 
Conference in Houston and the 
pro-family rally held in protest 
sent an unmistakable message 
to the world: American women 
were determined to play active 
roles in politics, but that we’re 
highly divided in our goals,” 
Spruill said. “It was a wake-up 
call for the nation. It was the 
fi rst glimpse of the culture wars 
that would come to dominate 
our political culture.” 
Two students have taken a 
class with Spruill, fourth-year 
public relations student Caitlan 
Wyatt and graduate education 
student Sherilyn Phillips, were 
in attendance for the lecture. 
Both admire Spruill and were 
excited for the chance to hear 
her speak. were in attendance 
for the lecture. Both admire 
Spruill and were excited for the 
chance to hear her speak.
“ I  h a d  M a r j o r i e  a s  a 
professor previously during my 
undergrad years and I loved the 
information that she taught us 
and admire her as a person,” 
Phillips said. “Whenever I hear 
that she’s doing something like 
this on campus I always like to 
come out and support her.”
Wyatt was excited to hear 
about the premise of Spruill’s 
book in the lecture.
“I have the professor and I 
really admire her, but I was very 
interested in seeing what the 
new book was about and what 
angle she was going to take,” 
Wyatt said.
Both students also agreed 
with Spruill’s assertion that 
the issues between women in 
the 1970s are still affecting 
American politics, including 
the 2016 presidential election.
“I think there is a lot of 
relevance,” Wyatt said, “just 
because there are so many 
issues that haven’t been resolved 
since then that I think have 
very much become an issue 
now because women’s roles 
have expanded since the 1970s 
so they’re demanding more 
things.”
Phillips was intrigued by the 
connections Spruill made in her 
argument.
“Even to this day women 
experience sexism, especially 
w i t h i n  p o l i t i c s  a nd  t he 
polar izat ion bet ween t he 
political parties is, I would 
argue, at its absolute worst 
throughout American history,” 
Phillips said, “and hearing that 
women’s issues in the 1970s 
led to that, I think that’s really 
interesting.” 
“ D i v i d e d  We  S t a n d : 
Women’s  R ight s ,  Fa m i ly 
Values and the Polarization of 
American Politics” is set to be 
released in 2017 by Bloomsbury 
Press.
Joe McElveen / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC professor Marjorie Spruill will release her most recent book on 
women’s rights in the U.S. next year.
Prominent historian talks lasting impact of ‘70s feminist politics
The 19th annual Birdcage sponsored 
by Individuals Respecting Identities and 
Sexualities and Carolina Productions 
was anything but a drag with its loud 
music, bright l ights and fabulous 
entertainers.
Carolina Product ions and IRIS 
brought together the greatest drag talent 
from South Carolina to entertain the 
students of USC in a night of glitz and 
glam. The event featured “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race” star Latrice Royale along 
with other notable drag queens, a drag 
king and USC’s own Miss Gaymecock.
Patti O’Furniture, a local drag queen, 
took the stage as the event’s master of 
ceremonies and pumped up the crowd 
with her sense of humor and southern 
charm.
The fi rst act O’Furniture welcomed 
to the stage was Delighted Tobehere. 
Tobehere is an Upstate native, but 
has followed her calling to New York 
City, where she has been recognized as 
Broadway’s Best in Drag.
Tobehere took the runway to perform 
Adele’s hit song, “Hello.” She strutted 
around the stage in a long-sleeved gown 
as she gave an incredibly convincing 
impression of Adele.
In between acts, IRIS and Carolina 
Productions 
presented several 
“commercial breaks” where 
t hey int roduced and promoted 
different local LGBTQ organizations. 
Some of the featured organizations 
were the Harriet Hancock Center, 
South Carolina Pride and 
South Carolina Equality.
One of the crowd favorites 
was def initely the lovely 
Brooke Col l ins .  W hen 
Collins took the stage for 
her second number in the 
show, she appeared with a 
large, colorful, peacock-
l i k e  h e a d d r e s s  a n d 
performed Jess Glynne’s 
upbeat h it  “Hold My 
Hand.”
Bi rdc ag e  ve t e r a n , 
Samantha Hunter, has 
been per forming in 
USC’s annual show since 
its inception in 1997. 
Hunter got the audience 
up and dancing with h e r 
performance of Mary J. Blige’s “Dance 
for Me.” She even pulled four attendees 
on stage for their own chance at the 
spotlight.
Of course, Royale was a huge hit with 
her “large and in charge” attitude. She 
commanded the audience’s attention 
with 
h e r  b i g 
hair, sparkling 
gown and performance 
of the song “And I’m Telling 
You,” which was featured in the movie 
“Dreamgirls.”
The crowd even got a bit of life advice 
from Royale. She spread the inspiring 
message to the audience to follow their 
passions, believe in themselves and 
always be their own boss.
“I thought it was a phenomenal show. 
I was so excited to get to see all the talent 
Birdcage wows while 
highlighting important 
issues
Sarah Dnistrian
@SARAHXROSEE
Photos by Heidi Stone and Avadh Rana
Mary Ramsey
@MCOLLEEN1996
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that 
we’ve 
b e e n 
putting 
together 
over t he 
past  few 
m o n t h s 
r e a l l y 
c o m e  t o 
l i fe on stage,” 
s a i d  K a i t l i n 
M c C l a m r o c k , 
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Lexington County Sheriff s searching for 
boat engine thieves
The Lexington County Sheriff’s Department is searching for multiple suspects 
connected to a robbery at a marine dealership, WIS reports. The suspects are 
accused of stealing more than $250,000 in boat motors from Captain’s Choice 
Marine on Highway 378 on Sunday morning. Surveillance footage from the 
business shows multiple suspects loading the motors into a white van at the time of 
the incident, and offi cials ask anyone with information to contact Crimestoppers.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
Five Points shooting suspect 
taken into custody
WIS reports that one of three suspects in the Sunday shooting on Harden 
Street that left one man dead is in custody for questioning. The suspect is being 
questioned in relation to the death of Levi Michael Happy, who died from a gunshot 
wound to the abdomen. CPD released pictures of three men and two vehicles on 
Monday night, and they are asking the public for assistance in identifying the men 
depicted. According to police reports, Happy was last seen in a bar during the Five 
Points St. Patrick’s Day Festival.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
Felon sentenced to 15 years 
for weapons charges
A man previously convicted of multiple criminal charges, including the stabbing 
death of a fellow inmate when previously in prison, was sentenced to 15 more years 
in custody for possession of a fi rearm and ammunition, The State reports. Wade 
Andrew Albright pleaded guilty to the charges in November, and he was sentenced 
by a District Court judge. Albright was arrested while in possession of a revolver and 
rounds of ammunition as well as pills, cocaine and marijuana. Police also determined 
that the weapon and ammunition were stolen.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
term. We remain in close contact with our 
partner institutions in Europe and plan to 
continue with all scheduled programs at this 
time.” 
At least 31 people were killed Tuesday and 
many more wounded when a series of bombs 
were detonated at a Brussels airport and 
subway station, according to The Associated 
Press. Two bombs, one of which appears to 
have been exploded by a suicide bomber, went 
off at the airport, and the third bomb exploded 
at a subway stat ion near the European 
Commission headquarters approximately 40 
minutes later.
Multiple Americans were wounded in the 
attack, according to a report from the Los 
Angeles Times. They include a group of 
three Mormon missionaries from Utah and a 
military service member and his family. 
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
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second-year political science 
student and President of IRIS.
Allison Hill, a third-year 
ex per iment a l  p s ycholog y 
s t udent ,  su m med up  t he 
show perfectly when she said, 
“Amazing, wonderful, I’ve never 
seen anything like it before.” 
If you didn’t get a chance to 
see the Birdcage this year, it’s 
defi nitely something to put on 
your to-do list for next year. The 
show had audience members 
laughing, singing and dancing 
all while promoting advocacy 
for an underrepresented group 
in South Carolina. Is there any 
better way to spend a Tuesday 
night?
Wednesday, March 23, 2016 3
The hard work and dedication 
of student designers, artists and 
models in the Student Designer 
Showcase will be overfl owing 701 
Whaley on Wednesday.
Part of USC Fashion Week 
2016: St ressed, Blessed and 
Fashion Obsessed, the Student 
Designer Showcase will be an 
opportunity for passionate USC 
students to share their passion 
for artistic expression through 
fashion, art and photography. The 
designers are extremely excited 
for the USC Fashion Board event 
and eager to share their love for 
fashion and creative cultivation to 
the public.
“I think this is such a special 
event because not only are the 
students designing looks, but they 
are also creating & constructing 
them,” said Lyssie Ropp, student 
designer and third-year fashion 
merchandising student. “I feel like 
sewing has become somewhat of a 
lost art, so any event supporting 
and promoting students sewing, in 
my opinion, is really great.”
One of the main events of 
USC Fashion Week, the Student 
Designer Showcase proved a 
stressful but rewarding endeavor 
to plan and schedule.
“ F ig u r i ng  out  how long 
each part of the event will take 
has been a challenge for me 
personally, especially because I 
completely changed the style of 
the Student Designer Showcase,” 
said second-year business student 
Mary Wilbur, the main force at 
the Fashion Board in charge of 
the Student Designer Showcase. 
“Because of this it is hard to refer 
to last year’s showcase as a model.”
The clothes that one wears, 
although seemingly insignifi cant, 
provide an outlet for creative 
expression and ideas, as seen and 
heavily endorsed by these young 
artists, designers and models.
“I love fashion because it is a 
way for me to express myself and 
it gives me a voice, whether it be 
a scream or a whisper,” Ropp said. 
“So many people look at fashion as 
a way fi t in, but I’ve always looked 
at it as a way to stand out.”
St a nd i ng out  i n  a  sea  of 
college students through artistic 
express ion in fash ion is  an 
excellent way to be original — 
especially when yoga pants and 
T-shirts just aren’t cutting it 
anymore.
T h e  S t u d e n t  D e s i g n e r 
S h o w c a s e ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
university’s ninth annual fashion 
week, will begin at 7 p.m., with 
doors opening at 6 p.m. The 
event is free of charge for students 
with a CarolinaCard or $5 at the 
door. Cash, check and credit are 
all acceptable forms of payment. 
Graduate music student Philip 
Castro will play piano at 6 p.m. 
and DJ BROCK will provide 
music dur ing the showcase. 
Vendors and light refreshments 
will also be available.
Gwen Stefani’s new album “This Is What the 
Truth Feels Like” hit the ears of her audiences 
March 18. The album features a cover of Stefani 
pictured in a pose resembling Marilyn Monroe and 
is fi lled with tracks that deal with matters of the 
heart.
The track “Misery” is a fun, carefree song about 
love, despite the title. The lyrics convey that Stefani 
needs her love to “put me outta my misery” so that 
she can be done with the suffering of being without 
her love.
“You’re My Favorite” features background music 
with an almost electro feel, but takes this theme 
of love heard in “Misery” a step further with an 
emotional, profound mood. 
Similar to her other hits, Stefani’s “Where Would 
I Be” sounds a bit aggressive and carries a punk-like 
attitude. However, this song is even more upbeat 
than “Misery” and has electronic background 
sounds as well.
“Make Me Like You” is a somewhat humorous 
song where Stefani sings about lamenting why 
her lover has made her like him, while the song 
“Truth” portrays the idea of knowing what it is to 
be aware of the strange novelty that comes from 
being in love. The idea of treasuring a loved one is 
conveyed through the track “Rare” as it speaks of 
how amazing it can be to have such a special person 
by your side. These tracks all portray the theme 
of lovesickness, which continues throughout the 
album.
“Send Me a Picture” is a sensual song talking 
about not wanting to wait to see a lover and asking 
for a picture in the meantime. The track “Naughty” 
continues this spicy theme with highly repetitive 
lyrics about being “addicted to the shame” of being 
“naughty.” 
“Asking 4 It” is also a somewhat racy track and 
features Fetty Wap. This track’s lyrics warn a 
potential lover of the trouble that may come from 
starting a relationship with Stefani, saying, “you’re 
asking for it, are you sure you wanna love me?”
Contrary to other tracks about the thrill of being 
in a relationship, “Me Without You” speaks of the 
triumph of being without another person with the 
lyrics, “things are ‘bout to get real good” outside of 
a relationship.
“Used To Love You” also deviates from the other 
tracks about the joy of love with lyrics mourning 
the idea that before hate there was love. This song 
emphasizes the pain and sorrow that comes from 
knowing what once was in a relationship. Similarly, 
“Red Flag” talks about the pain of a breakup and a 
relationship that has been torn.
A typical album of love and heartbreak, Gwen 
Stefani’s resurface into the music world with “This 
Is What the Truth Feels Like” is a bit lackluster 
and not extremely impressive. After her 10 years of 
silence, the album may be somewhat disappointing 
to some, if not altogether forgettable.
Going to the gym is not 
a duty or a responsibility: 
It’s a habit. Considering a 
workout as a step of your 
daily routine will make 
it much easier to actually 
stay in shape.
The hardest part about 
exercise is f inding the 
mot ivat ion to init iate 
it — not that it’s simple 
to put together an in-
the-gym regime. In light 
of these obstacles and 
the approaching beach 
season, here are seven tips 
to help you hit the gym 
hard.
Get lots of sleep
A futile workout will 
only make you feel worse 
about yourself. Without 
a good n ight ’s  s leep, 
you’ll often fi nd yourself 
exasperated well before 
reaching your goals, and 
this can be extremely 
frustrating. The energy 
from being well-rested 
can help you conquer the 
world and the gym. Sleep 
is a significant factor in 
the accomplished feeling 
you should experience 
after leaving the gym.
Eat balanced meals — 
no skipping
Food fuels the human 
body, and you simply 
won’t run well or far on 
an empty stomach. The 
entire stretch of effort you 
give in the gym will feel 
dizzy, uncomfortable and 
just all around unpleasant 
if you’re pushing yourself 
on an empty stomach. The 
body looks for sources of 
protein in order to build 
muscle, and carbohydrates 
are an important food 
group to consume before 
exercise because they 
provide your body with 
energy. Don’t feel guilty, 
the indulgence in certain 
power foods might be 
your breakthrough in the 
gym.
Buy new exercise attire
What is the incentive? 
For some, a fit body or 
an in-shape mentality 
might not be enough. 
Situations like these call 
for outsourcing. Based on 
personal experience I have 
found myself signifi cantly 
more “excited” for the 
gym after a new athletic 
at t i re purchase. New 
Nike Roshe shoes, some 
patterned leggings or 
whatever suits your fancy 
could possibly push you 
that extra mile.
Drink lots of water
Drinking water might 
not directly encourage 
you to go to the gym, 
but it  can sway your 
decision. Dehydrat ion 
can mean low energ y 
levels and headaches, 
which will surely deter 
you from exercise. Keep 
in mind sodas and other 
beverages with high sugar 
content can give you some 
uncomfortable cramping 
—  do you want any 
additional burdens when 
you’re already exercising? 
Staying hydrated is more 
important than you may 
think.
Find new music
New clothes may not 
appeal to everyone, or 
may not be f inancially 
possible every time you 
need some inspiration. 
It can be a challenge to 
maintain your stamina 
w it hout some upbeat 
t u ne s .  Pa ndor a  a nd 
Spotify are two apps that 
can introduce you to new 
hits — make sure to check 
out The Daily Gamecock 
weekly Spotify playlist 
—  y ou  ne ver  k now, 
The Daily Gamecock’s 
f avor ite  songs  cou ld 
b e  y o u r  r e d e e m i n g 
encouragement!
Do circuits
Do you stop when you 
feel the burn? That can 
be one way to monitor 
your workout. However, 
a more efficient method 
is completing circuits. 
Circuits are sets of a 
specif ic workout. For 
example, if you do 20 
squats with 20-pound 
weights, you can do this 
three times with short 
breaks in between each 
set. With this system, you 
will achieve much more in 
a shorter time frame.
Keep track of your 
efforts
Sett ing goals is one 
of the most important 
factors in a long-term 
exercise regime. If you 
go to the gym frequently 
you should measure your 
achievements each time 
and continuously try to 
surpass them every time 
you exercise. If you set 
your goals before you 
beg in you r workout , 
you’ll have no excuse for 
“I’ll just stop there.” Don’t 
forget to take breaks and 
reward yourself!
You  don’t  h ave  to 
weigh yourself or feel 
d i s cou r aged  to  f i nd 
motivation to go to the 
gym. Trying a few of 
these seven methods can 
int roduce happiness , 
ef f iciency and success 
into your workout life. 
In addition to these tips, 
make sure to make a habit 
of going to the gym — 
if you get into a routine 
it wil l be much more 
painless for you.
Courtesy of USC Fashion Board
The Fashion Board holds multiple events throughout the year, culminating in USC Fashion Week.
Olivia Reszczynski
@TDG_ARTS
Make it part 
of the routine: 
gym tips for the 
unmotivated
Courtesy of MCT Campus
The gym should not be a burden but a conscious habit.
Katie Rosen
@TDG_ARTS
Stefani album truly lackluster
Student Design Showcase 
brings out campus creativity
Grace Batton
@LIFE_OF_GRACE
Courtesy of  Interscope Records
Stefani’s new love song album may disappoint fans.
“This Is What the 
Truth Feels Like”
Release Date: March 18
Artist: Gwen Stefani
Label: Interscope Records
Duration: 41 minutes
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The Best Of Carolina 
Just Got Better
Sun and fun at the  
pool deck 
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ceilings
Resident TV lounge with 
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NOW LEASING!
1-, 2-, & 3-BR New, Modern Apts Available for Fall 2016.
GReeK WeeK 
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The USC fraternity or 
sorority that takes the 
most apartment tours 
at Palmetto Compress 
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palmettocompress.com
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TOUR TODAY!
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612 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29201
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 300 words.  Students 
must include their full name, major 
and year. Faculty and staff must 
include their full name, position and 
department. Community members 
must include their full name and 
appl icable job t i t le .  Ver i f iab le 
statements of fact must include at 
least one source; if we cannot verify 
a statement of fact, your letter will 
not be published until the writer 
implements necessary changes or 
provides reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to 
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
 Whenever I see a report 
of  a  sca nda l  i nvolv i ng a 
senator or congressman, one 
of the fi rst thoughts to come 
to mind is often “I hope he 
wasn’t a Republican.” This 
tendency, which can develop 
into ignoring or rationalizing 
away what we know to be right 
in favor of what is convenient 
is found in all of us and must 
be suppressed. We know this 
on a surface level—anyone 
reading this sentence right 
now would probably agree 
that we should not let bias, 
par t isansh ip,  or pol it ica l 
expediency shape our basic 
view of justice. But we still so 
often fall victim to this kind 
of moral compromise.
 Before the Flint water crisis 
came to national attention, 
I had a hazy but generally 
positive impression of Rick 
Snyder,  t he  Republ ic a n 
governor of Michigan. But 
because of his fa i l ing the 
people of Flint, I would no 
longer say that he is a good 
governor. His appointing of 
managers that could override 
t he  e lec ted  voice  of  t he 
people in debt-ridden cities 
led to a dangerous lack of 
accountability and then the 
exposure of Flint residents 
to harmful chemicals*.And 
af ter the problem became 
known, his slow response 
ensured that the citizens of 
Flint continued to be put in 
harm’s way.* 
 In response, Democratic 
candidates Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sanders have 
at tacked R ick Snyder on 
t he  i s s ue  d u r i n g  t he i r 
campaigning in Michigan*. 
B u t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n 
ca nd idate s  have  l a rgely 
a v o id e d  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e 
scanda l ,  w it h t hose who 
d id  a s s i g n i n g  b l a me  t o 
local government or federal 
agenc ie s  r at her  t ha n  to 
Snyder’s administ rat ion.* 
It  i s  t r u ly d isappoint ing 
to  see  lead i ng  member s 
of  my par t y overlook ing 
detrimental negligence and 
m isma nagement  because 
S n y d e r  i s  c o n s id e r e d  a 
s u c c e s s f u l  R e p u b l i c a n 
governor.
 Similarly, the growing 
nu mber s  of  Republ ica ns 
falling in line behind Donald 
Tr ump despite  h is  many 
indefensible remarks is quite 
disturbing. It is particularly 
pa i n f u l  for  me to  watch 
Ben Carson, a man whose 
character, if not his political 
acumen, I highly respect, 
g ive  h i s  endorsement  to 
Trump. This is a man who 
has said, among many other 
insensit ive, un-American, 
a nd  dow n r ight  i m mor a l 
comments, that under his 
adm i n is t rat ion capt u red 
ter ror i s t s  wou ld  f ace  “a 
hel l  of  a  lot  worse  t ha n 
waterboarding” and that to 
defeat terrorists “you have 
to take out their families.” 
Republicans like myself and 
indeed, everyone who wants 
to preserve a basic respect 
for human rights, must do 
all we can to defeat Trump. 
We must not, like Carson, 
let our perception of what is 
politically expedient override 
justice and morality.
 But on the Democrat ic 
side, voters face a similar 
p r o b l e m  w i t h  H i l l a r y 
Clinton. She has intentionally 
misinformed the American 
publ ic  about  Benghaz i ,* 
accepted donat ions to the 
Clinton Foundat ion f rom 
foreign governments during 
her  t ime a s  secret a r y  of 
s t ate*,  and comprom ised 
national security for her own 
convenience by using a private 
email. That she has received 
such high levels of support 
from the party establishment* 
and is expected to handily 
cl inch the nominat ion* is 
staggering considering how 
ethically challenged she has 
shown herself to be. While 
most people would at least 
claim to be concerned that 
t he person t hey vote for 
has good character and can 
be trusted, given the large 
n u m b e r  o f  D e m o c r a t i c 
voters choosing Clinton it 
is clear that this elect ion 
cycle, political viability has 
become a higher good than 
trustworthiness.
 Though election years are 
the times when partisanship 
and emphasis on electability 
are at their highest levels, 
the American public needs to 
step back and reevaluate how 
our political bias has seeped 
into our sense of morality 
and justice. If we cannot do 
this, then our lapse into toxic 
part isan polit ics will only 
worsen.
Where’d you go for Spring Break? If 
you’re lucky, you managed to slip away 
to somewhere with plenty of sun, sand 
and waves. Key West, the Dominican 
Republic and other Caribbean Islands 
(or a cruise to take you to all three) are 
all popular vacation spots for students 
and “regular people” alike. President 
Obama is celebrating the arrival of 
spring with a trip to the tropical Cuba.
I doubt, however, that he’ll have 
much free time to spend relaxing on 
the beach — his trip is diplomatic 
in nature. Obama is the first sitting 
president to visit Cuba in almost 100 
years (since President Coolidge in 1928), 
following up on years of work increasing 
diplomatic communication between the 
two countries, including the reopening 
of a U.S. embassy in Cuba (after over 50 
years of silence) and the lifting of several 
important trade barriers. 
This trip will likely serve as the 
c row n i ng ach ievement  i n  t hese 
relations, the result of policy changes 
that President Obama worked hard to 
enact and that he was (and continues 
to be) repeatedly attacked not only by 
his Republican opponents but also by 
his fellow Democrats. These opponents 
claim that the president is supporting 
an authoritarian regime guilty of a slew 
of humans rights abuses. Republican 
presidential hopeful Sen. Ted Cruz went 
as far as to pen a column criticizing 
the trip, calling it “appeasement of the 
Castro dictatorship.”
What exactly would Cruz and the 
rest of the critics prefer be done with 
US-Cuban relations? Their language 
suggests they would like to continue 
the diplomatic and economic cold 
shoulder we’ve been giving them for 
the past 50 years. I guess they think 
that a policy that has failed to show any 
results after half a century will suddenly 
start working if we just keep doing the 
same thing. It’s the same idea that keeps 
the Republicans rallied behind the 
failed War on Drugs, regardless of its 
consequences.
Cruz and his allies are correct that 
the Castros have oppressed the Cuban 
people for decades, freezing the nation 
at the point of development it was 
when they rose to power. The Cuban 
government has both metaphorically 
and literally held its citizens hostage, 
preventing their escape from oppression. 
But when we paint Cuba and the 
individuals that live there as the enemy, 
we encourage the fear and hatred that 
the Castro family relies upon to justify 
their rule. In doing so, we reinforce 
their authoritarian controls. 
I don’t always praise the president, but 
when I do, it’s for promoting freedom. 
Opening up trade with Cuba will weaken 
the grip the Cuban government has over 
its people. Cubans will be less dependent 
on their government for employment. 
Cubans will be less dependent on their 
government for clothes, cars and other 
goods. Cubans will be less dependent 
on their government for food. When 
Cubans see America as a valuable trade 
partner, instead of a terrifying enemy, 
Cubans will be less dependent on their 
government for security. 
Trade and freedom go hand-in-hand; 
greater economic independence of the 
individual erodes state control over his 
or her life. The best way for the U.S. 
to put an end to the Castros’ oppressive 
regime is not by locking the people 
of Cuba in with their captors but by 
opening the door for them to see the 
light of freedom and the benefits it 
offers.
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Humanoid robots have 
been restrained to science 
fi ction since the late 1970s, 
an extravagant ideal for 
human advancement. But in 
recent developments from 
companies such as Hanson 
R o b ot i c s  a nd  B o s t o n 
Dynamics, these dreams 
have begun to materialize. 
By br ing ing humanoid 
robot s  w it h  a r t i f ic i a l 
intelligence into reality, 
companies like these raise 
an ethical dilemma: What 
will the rights of these so-
called androids be?
To explore why this is 
such an important question, 
allow me to describe the 
various faculties of these 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a p a b l e 
hu m a no id  r o b o t s .  I n 
projects such as PETMAN 
and At las f rom Boston 
Dynamics, robots are being 
developed that look and 
move like humans.  The 
purpose of PETMAN is 
to simulate the stature and 
movement of a soldier on 
rough terrain and to test 
the eff icacy of clothing 
designed to be resilient to 
chemical weapons. Atlas 
has a similar design, but 
is aimed at accomplishing 
more menia l tasks l ike 
o p e n i n g  d o o r s  a n d 
relocating cargo.
Mea nwh i le ,  Ha nson 
Robotics is focusing on the 
more personal traits of a 
human. One of their main 
projects, Philip K. Dick, is 
a robot that uses artifi cial 
intelligence to meet and 
learn new faces and their 
respect ive personalit ies 
and thus be able to hold 
conversation with these new 
acquaintances. Another 
project by Hanson, Diego-
San is currently capable of 
recognizing the emotions 
of a person in front of him 
via their facial expressions 
a nd  t he n  r e s p o nd i n g 
t o  t h o s e  e x p r e s s i o n s 
empathet ically with his 
own rather conv incing 
expressions.
S o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s 
between these robots and 
us beg in to narrow. A 
problem with this arose 
when Boston Dynamics 
was testing Atlas. While 
trying to see how quickly 
and ef f icaciously At las 
could identify a crate and 
attempt to pick it up, the 
team of  eng ineers  d id 
not only tamper with the 
position of the crate during 
these attempts, but also the 
position of Atlas. In a short 
video found on the Boston 
D y n a m i c s ’  Yo uTu b e 
channel, engineers can be 
seen violently knocking 
Atlas down with a hockey 
stick in order to test his 
ability to get back up and 
continue with his attempt 
at catching the crate and 
picking it up.
No one has ever really 
had a problem before with 
tests that abuse machines 
l ike cars in crash tests. 
But when robots begin to 
closely resemble humans, 
people are found to have 
a somewhat empathet ic 
reaction: They feel bad for 
the robot. Upon viewing 
the test trials, I myself 
felt somewhat disturbed 
at the abuse of Atlas and 
even a little angered at the 
researchers. 
W h y ?  B e c a u s e  w e 
feel empathy only when 
we perceive someone’s 
sit uat ion to be simi lar 
to ourselves or our own 
situation. It is upon this 
empathetic reaction that we 
have developed moral — 
and thusly legal — codes. 
If we start to show empathy 
towards humanoid robots, 
it follows that we will also 
start to start to allocate 
rights to them. 
This reasoning, which 
I support, becomes less 
absurd as robots become 
more  l i k e  hu m a n s  i n 
both form and behavior. 
If art if icial intelligence 
is developed enough to 
become sentient, then the 
rights we are talking about 
allocating them would be 
justifi ed on a much deeper 
level. It boils down to a 
very polit ical quest ion: 
To whom — and what — 
should our laws apply?
I think that a robot that 
has achieved sentience and 
can truly like or dislike 
the state of its world while 
also af fect ing it should 
be protected by the same 
rights as me. However, I do 
not think a car should be 
afforded the same rights. 
Even if I don’t condone 
basing our ent ire legal 
system off of our emotions.
Justice should not be partisan
President’s Cuba visit should be first of many
Androids should 
have human rights
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EMPLOYMENT
GAIN VALUABLE MEDICAL 
EXPERIENCE
Well Established, Fast paced 
Downtown Columbia Medical 
practice is interviewing for 
candidates graduating in 
May 2016 and planning to 
attend medical school.  Gain 
valuable clinical experience 
while applying to medical 
school.  The ideal candidate 
will have a 3.6 and higher 
GPA, graduating in May 2016, 
superior work ethic and high 
energy.  On the job training 
while being paid.  This is a 
full time position.  One Year 
Commitment required.
Email resume to guy@
physicianservicessc.com.
Email guy@
physicianservicessc.com
EMPLOYMENT
GROUCHO’S DELI
Servers/Kitchen Staﬀ . PT. 
Must be able to work Lunches  
(10-3). Apply in person. 
Groucho’s Deli 611 Harden 
St. 5 Points. Great Working 
Environment! Opp at Several 
Local Units.
www.grouchos.com
OPPORTUNITIES
Sail: PEDU150  (803) 317 9060
EMPLOYMENT
SALES CLERK
PEOPLES PAWN SHOP 
SEEKING PART TIME YOUNG 
PERSON , MUST BE ABLE 
TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS , 
WELL GROOMED, HONEST, 
RELIABLE, BE ABLE TO 
WORK AT LEAST 20 HRS. 
PER WEEK, APPLY IN 
PERSON  MON. THRU FRI. 
BETWEEN 10 AM AND 3 
PM ASK FOR JON OR CALL 
803-256-1889 AND ASK FOR 
JON  1324 ASSEMBLY ST. 
COLUMBIA 
Email peoples9@bellsouth.net
EMPLOYMENT
Pasta Fresca Seeking 
experienced line cooks 
and prep for evenings and 
weekends.
Apply in person between 
4-6pm daily at 4722 Forest Dr, 
across from Dunkin Donuts, 
beside Rite-Aid
7
ACROSS
1 Kazantzakis title
hero
6 Singer James
10 Apple variety
14 “Water is life”
brand
15 Bishop’s rte.
16 Jet Propulsion
Lab org.
17 “The Goodbye
Girl” Oscar winner
20 Classical theaters
21 Private __
22 Has no
obligation to
23 Org. with an
interlocking rings
logo
25 Journalist Tarbell
et al.
26 CD precursors
29 Short-muzzled
dog breed
35 Shoe box letters
36 Devoured
37 French 101 word
38 West Coast natl.
monument since
2012
40 Disney doe
41 Times for action
42 Honorable
43 Rear
45 Disappoint, with
“down”
46 Futuristic car
unveiled at the
1933 New York
Auto Show
49 “... good witch,
__ bad witch?”
50 Part of Q.E.F.
51 Tourney pass
53 Hallowed
56 __ alai
58 City on the
Rhône
62 Court wrap-up ...
and what’s
hidden in 17-,
29- and 46-
Across?
65 Puma rival
66 Pull down
67 Two-masted craft
68 Stores in a large
building?
69 Till opener
70 Iroquois foes
DOWN
1 Shutout score
feature
2 “Ars amatoria”
poet
3 It might be sticky
or dirty
4 Religion founded
in Persia
5 Actress Gasteyer
6 Current event
7 Current inﬂ uence
8 Current observer
9 Things to do
10 Pest-ridden
11 Irish
revolutionary __
Gonne MacBride
12 NCAA member?:
Abbr.
13 Play group
18 Saw again
19 Words said in
passing?
24 O.T. book after
Amos
25 Damage
26 Some jabs
27 Lab dish inventor
28 Capital city on
the Han River
30 Ogle
31 Like some
eclipses
32 Author Calvino
33 Fritter maker
34 Pisa party
39 About-face
41 Like early
morning links
44 Pulitzer-winning
Ferber novel
47 “... harken __
die”: Tennyson
48 Portrayer of
Wawa and Litella
52 Film composer
Bernstein
53 Phishing lure
54 Menlo Park
middle name
55 Slinky, e.g.
56 Lawn game
projectile
57 River under the
Ponte Vecchio
59 Mountain legend
60 Grimm start
61 Unspeciﬁ ed
degrees
63 Agcy. concerned
with the federal
ﬁ scal outlook
64 Island strings
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F I N D  Y O U R  N E S T.
Aries 
A  t u r n i n g  p o i n t 
arises in a partnership, 
with this Full Moon 
l u n a r  e c l i p s e  i n 
L ibr a .  Ba l a nce  o ld 
responsibil it ies with 
new ones. It could get 
sp ic y.  Comprom ise 
and work together for 
shared commitments.
Taurus
G e t  c r e a t i v e  a t 
work under the Libra 
Fu l l  Moon ec l ip se . 
Apply artistry to your 
ef forts. Hold of f on 
mak ing decisions. A 
turning point ar ises 
in service, health and 
labors. Embrace a new 
direction.
Gemini 
E m b a r k  d o w n  a 
new road for love and 
f a m i l y.  O n e  g a m e 
folds as another begins 
under this Libra Full 
Moon eclipse. Reach 
a turning point in a 
romance, passion or 
creative endeavor. Keep 
confi dences.
Cancer 
Publ ic obl igat ions 
interfere with private 
time. New possibilities 
stretch old boundaries. 
Begin a new phase at 
home and with family 
u n d e r  t h i s  L i b r a 
Fu l l  Moon ec l ip se . 
D o m e s t i c  c h a n g e s 
requ i re  adapt at ion. 
Renovate, remodel and 
tend your garden.
Leo
O p p o r t u n i t y 
c a l l s .  A  new pha se 
in communicat ions, 
intellectual discovery 
and travel dawns with 
this Full Moon eclipse. 
Sh i f t  your research 
in a  new d i rec t ion. 
Learning and creative 
expression fl ower. Start 
a new chapter.
Virgo 
P r o f i t a b l e  n e w 
opportunit ies bloom 
under the Libra Full 
M o o n  e c l i p s e .  A 
turning point ar ises 
in your income and 
fi nances. A busy phase 
h a s  y o u  r a k i n g  i n 
the dough and could 
require extra expenses. 
Keep track.
Libra
T h i s  F u l l  M o o n 
ec l ip se  i n  you r  s ig n 
i l l u m i n a t e s  a  n e w 
personal direction. Push 
your own boundaries and 
limitations. It could get 
exciting! Push a passion 
project with confidence 
and fresh inspirat ion. 
Creativity blossoms.
Scorpio
This Full Moon eclipse 
shines on a spiritual fork 
in the road. Transitions 
r e q u i r e  a d ap t a t io n . 
Love’s a requirement, not 
an option. Begin a phase 
of introspection, deep 
thought and spir itual 
discovery. R itual and 
s y m b o l i s m  p r o v id e 
comfort.
Sagittarius
This Libra Full Moon 
e c l ip s e  i l lu m i n at e s 
a  new soc ia l  pha se . 
Doors close and open 
with f r iendships and 
group projects. Share 
a p p r e c i a t i o n s .  A n 
excit ing development 
u n l o c k s  n e w 
poss ibi l it ie s .  L i s ten 
carefully. Introduce new 
people.
Capricorn 
T h i s  L i b r a  F u l l 
Moon ecl ipse sparks 
a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t 
i n  y o u r  c a r e e r . 
Responsibilities could 
weigh heav i ly. Shif t 
focus toward current 
p a s s ion s .  E x p e c t  a 
te s t .  Cons ider  new 
opportunities. Begin a 
new professional phase.
Aquarius
Plot your course before 
taking off. The Libra Full 
Moon eclipse illuminates 
a  n e w  e d u c a t i o n a l 
direction. Begin a new 
phase in an exploration. 
Experiment with new 
concepts. To really learn, 
visit the source.
Pisces
S h i f t  d i r e c t i o n 
w i t h  y o u r  s h a r e d 
finances over the next 
s i x  m o nt h s ,  u nd e r 
this Libra Full Moon 
ecl ipse. Balance old 
responsibil it ies with 
new. The stakes could 
seem high. Work out 
the next phase together.
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Column: Negativity is a part 
of sports media
Cuba,US find 
common ground 
through baseball
After over a half decade of tension 
and enmity, the United States and 
Cuba celebrated their mutual pastime 
of baseball in an exhibit ion game 
between the Tampa Bay Rays and 
the Cuban National Team. The Rays 
won the game 4-1 behind a three-RBI 
performance from fi rst baseman James 
Loney, but what happened on the fi eld 
was only a minor storyline.
In what would have been an almost 
unimaginable twist of fate just a couple 
of years ago, U.S. President Barack 
Obama and Cuban President Raul 
Castro attended the game together 
and sat side-by-side.
President Obama acknowledged 
baseball’s ability to be a platform for 
social and political progress, saying, 
“It can change attitudes sometimes 
in ways that a politician can never 
change, that a speech can’t change.”
The president also drew a parallel 
to when Jackie Robinson broke the 
MLB’s color barrier in 1947: “All of 
those kids who started growing up 
watching the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
suddenly they’re rooting for a black 
man on the fi eld and how that affects 
their attitudes laying the groundwork 
for the civil rights movement that’s 
a legacy that all of us have benefi ted 
from, black and white and Latino and 
Asian.”
T h e  g a m e  a l s o  m a r k e d  a 
homecoming for Rays’ minor league 
outfi elder Dayron Varona. Varona has 
not seen his family since he defected 
from Cuba, but was reunited with 
them because of this “goodwill” game.
In an interview with ESPNDeportes.
com, Varona said, “When I left Cuba, 
I never thought I’d be able to go back 
in such a short time and not only go 
back, but play baseball in Cuba again.”
I n  h i s  p o s t g a m e  i n t e r v i e w 
after South Carolina’s 83-66 loss 
to  G eorg ia  Tech  i n  t he  N I T 
Tournament, head coach Frank 
Mart in lef t the media with one 
particularly striking comment on 
how he felt the negative coverage 
of his team has overshadowed their 
success on the court and in the 
classroom.
“It’s a shame that all that good is 
just assumed, and it’s not reported 
with the same aggression that the 
one u nfor t u nate acc ident  get s 
reported. But I understand. That’s 
the way the world works,” he said.
It’s a sad day when the head coach 
of the basketball team goes out of 
his way at his press conference to 
rip at the media that sits in front 
of him. And it’s an even sadder day 
when the point he makes about the 
media is absolutely right, and there’s 
nothing anyone can do about it.
I was one of the many media 
members sitting in front of Martin 
as he said this. And as he spoke, I 
looked down at the one sentence I 
had already written in my article 
on the recap for the game. Twenty 
words sat typed out on my paper, yet 
this one stuck out: “disappointing.” 
Before all else, with so much else 
to write about and so many more 
ways to describe the game I had just 
watched, the one word I had chosen 
to describe it proved everything 
Martin had just said to be true.
And even knowing that, I left it.
The world of sports media is not 
fair. Athletes and coaches are forced 
to answer questions, even when they 
haven’t even had time to come to 
terms with what has just unfolded. 
They are forced to sit in front of the 
media as they cry. They are forced to 
speak when they aren’t ready.
Frank Martin had it right when 
he said that this was the way of the 
world. And as unfair, unfortunate 
and sad as it is, it is the shortcomings 
of all teams that will be published. It 
is those stories that will be breaking 
headlines, front page stories, and 
what everyone is talking about.
But this isn’t the media’s fault. 
The media won’t publish what the 
public doesn’t want to read. Bad 
news catches the reader’s eye. The 
story about the bad loss, not the one 
about the expected win, makes the 
reader grab the paper. And unfair or 
not, that’s the way it will stay, and 
as long as the positive news is still 
equally covered, the media is doing 
its job just as it should.
I’m sorry Frank, as is the rest of 
the media. But just as one writer 
commented after the conference, it’s 
not we who pick what stories run on 
the front page. It really isn’t even the 
editors or layout designers either, 
but the public that we hope to have 
pick up and read our paper every 
single day.
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